
Melanoma is a less common form of
skin cancer, but it is the most

dangerous
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Most common cancer in
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Of people diagnosed
with melanoma
survive 5+ years

N O T E :  A l l  c a n c e r  i n c i d e n c e  a n d  m o r t a l i t y  d a t a  a r e  s p e c i f i c  t o  I l l i n o i s  r e s i d e n t s .  F i v e - y e a r
s u r v i v a l  e s t i m a t e s  r e f l e c t  a g e   s t a n d a r d i z e d ,  r e l a t i v e  s u r v i v a l .  M e t h o d s  a r e  d e s c r i b e d  i n
t h e  ' C a n c e r  i n  N o r t h  A m e r i c a :  2 0 1 1 - 2 0 1 5 '  r e p o r t ,  c i t e d  b e l o w .  A l l  p r e s e n t e d  r a t e s  a r e
p e r  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  a n d  a r e  a g e - a d j u s t e d  t o  t h e  2 0 0 0  U . S .  s t a n d a r d  m i l l i o n  p o p u l a t i o n .  U n l e s s
o t h e r w i s e  n o t e d ,  d i s p l a y e d  i n c i d e n c e  a n d  m o r t a l i t y  r a t e s  h a v e  b e e n  c a l c u l a t e d  f o r  t h e
2 0 1 6  c a l e n d a r  y e a r .

* R a t e s  a r e  p e r  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n

Personal or family
history of melanoma

Fair skin, freckling,
& light hair

Excess exposure to UV
light from sunlight,
tanning beds, etc.

Personal history of cancer
and/or weakened immune
system

Risk Factors

Talk to your doctor if you have a mole with the following
characterisitcs: 

Melanoma diagnoses have
increased in Illinois while

death rates have remained stable

1 in 48 men & 1 in 65 women will be
diagnosed in their lifetime
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sides that do not match

uneven or irregular borders

inconsistent color/variety of colors

diameter larger than a pencil eraser
(1/4 inch)

changing size, shape, or color

1986 2016

0

3

6

9

12

15

18

21

24


